


Game Ending Procedures: 

PIAA BASEBALL SUSPENDED GAME RULE (4-2-4) 

A Contest called for any reason, where a winner cannot be determined will be treated as a suspended contest. 
If the contest is to be completed, it will be continued from the point of suspension, with the lineup and batting 
order of each Team the same as the lineup and batting order at the moment of suspension, subject to the rules 
of the game. 

 

SITUATION A: 

The game is halted before the 5th inning and: (a) The game is tied, (b) The visitors are ahead, (c) The home 
team is ahead. 

RULING:  In (a), (b), and (c) the game is suspended and is to be continued from the point of interruption. 

 

SITUATION B: 

During the top of the 5th inning: (a) the visitors are ahead or (b) the home team is ahead, and the  game is halt-
ed because of weather and can not be continued. 

RULING: In (a) and (b) the game is suspended. 

  

SITUATION C: 

During the bottom of the 5th inning: (a) The visitors are ahead or (b) the score is tied or (c) the home team is 
ahead, and the game is called. 

RULING: In (a) and (b) the game is suspended. In (c) the home team wins. 

 

SITUATION D: 

During the top of the 6th inning or top of any inning beyond 6 innings of play: (a) the visitors are ahead or (b) 
the score is tied or (c) the home team is ahead, and the game is called: 

RULING: In (a), (b), and (c) The game reverts back to the score at the end of the previous inning. If the score was 
tied at the end of the previous inning, the game is suspended and will continue from the point of suspension. 

 

SITUATION E: 

During the bottom of the 6th inning or bottom of any inning beyond 6 innings of play: (a) the visitors are ahead 
or (b) the score is tied, or (c) the home team is ahead, and the game is called: 

RULING: In (a) The game reverts back to the score at the end of the previous inning. If the score was tied at the 
end of the previous inning, the game is suspended and will continue from the point of suspension. In (b) the 
game is suspended and will continue from the point of suspension. In (c) the home team wins. Naturally, if the 
home team goes ahead in the 7th inning or any inning beyond the 7th , they win. 

 

 



Bat Wraps 

There is a manufacturer producing a thin plastic film that can be placed 
over the barrel of a bat. This plastic cover allows the bat to be personal-
ized with a player’s name, number, personal logo , and who knows what 
else. 
 
This plastic film also covers the BBCORE label and other information 
that insures the bat is legal for use in high school baseball. 
 
THIS BAT WRAP IS ILLEGAL and IS NOT TO BE PERMITTED IN HIGH 
SCHOOL BASEBALL. 

Extra Innings in Baseball 

Extra Innings in Baseball: 
 
A major difference between NFHS baseball and NFHS softball occurs 
when the game is tied and extra innings are played. 
 
In baseball THERE IS NO TIE BREAKING PROCEDURE that places a runner 
on second base to start an extra inning. 
 
REPEAT: WE DO NOT PLACE A RUNNER ON SECOND BASE to start any of 
the extra innings in a high school baseball game. 



Baseball 

The basic difference is: 

In baseball, once the batter-runner reaches first base ONLY the white base is used 

by all players. 

In softball, once the batter-runner reaches first base BOTH the white and colored 

bases are used by all players. 

Softball 

NFHS 2026 Baseball vs Softball Double First Double Base 

1.A batter-runner shall use the colored base on the initial play at 
first base. 

  
EXCEPTION: 
On a dropped third strike, the fielder and batter-runner may 
touch the white or colored base. Running lane interference is 
still in effect. 

  

1. SAME 

2.Once the batter-runner reaches first base, the runner must always 
return to the white base. 

  

2. Once the batter-runner reaches first base, the runner must always 
return to base which is 15” x 30”. 
  

  
3.On extra base hits or other balls hit to the outfield, when there is 
no chance for a play to be made at the double first base, the batter-
runner may touch either the white or colored section of the base. 

  

3. SAME 

4.When tagging up on a fly ball, the white section of the base must 
be used by the runner.  

NOTE:  One foot is permitted to extend behind or on the col-
ored base provided the front foot is touching the white section 
of the base. 

  

4.When tagging up on a fly ball, the any portion of (15” x 30”) the 
base may be used by the runner.  
  

5.On attempted pick-off plays, the runner must return to the white 
section of the base only.  This includes a throw from the pitcher, 
catcher, or any other player, in an attempt to retire the runner at the 
double first base. 

  
  

5.On attempted pick-off plays, the runner must return to the any por-
tion of the base 15” x 30”.  This includes a throw from the pitcher, 
catcher, or any other player, in an attempt to retire the runner at the 
double first base. 
  

6.The double first base does not change any other rule concerning 
interference or obstruction at first base.  The batter-runner must 
still avoid interference with the fielder attempting to field a batted 
ball and the fielder must allow the runner access to the base. 

COMMENT – Once the initial play is made or the batter-runner 
passes first base on a clear base hit with no opportunity for an 
initial play at first base, the color portion of the base is no long-
er a part of any subsequent play(s). 

  

6. The double first base does not change any other rule concerning 
interference or obstruction at first base.  The batter-runner must still 
avoid interference with the fielder attempting to field a batted ball 
and the fielder must allow the runner access to the base. 
COMMENT – Once the initial play is made or the batter-runner passes 
first base on a clear base hit with no opportunity for a initial play at 
first base, the color portion of the base becomes one base 15” x 30” 
for any subsequent play(s). 
  

7.  On base on balls, the offense or the defense may 
     touch either the white or colored base. 

7. No mention 



Baseball Softball 

Other Major Differences Between Baseball and Softball: 

1.) Straddling of out of play lines is per-

mitted.  

1.) Not permitted. Both feet must be in 

play. 

2.) Illegal pitch and/or balk causes im-

mediate dead ball.  

2.) Illegal pitch is a delayed dead ball. 

Coaches has options. 

3.) Intentional walk may be given before 

or during time at bat.  

3.) Pitches must be thrown 

4.) DH rule can not change back and 

forth from 10 to 9 players.  

4.) DP/Flex rule may change back and 

forth from 9 to 10 players  

5.) Batter hit by illegal pitch is not 

awarded a base.  

5.) Batter is awarded first base. 

6.) Batter interferes with catcher’s 

throw is delay dead ball.  

6.) Immediate dead ball  

7.) Runner hit by batted ball while in 

contact with base is out.  

7.) Runner is not out. 

8.) Obstructed runner advances at least 

1 base beyond.  

8.) Runner is awarded  the base advanc-

ing towards. 


